
 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

COUNTY OF HENNEPIN  

------------------------------------------------------ 

City of Long Lake,  

  Plaintiff, 

 v. 

City of Orono, 

  Defendant. 

------------------------------------------------------ 

DISTRICT COURT 

FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

File No. 27-CV-23-9758 

CASE TYPE:   

 

DECLARATION OF MAYOR 
CHARLIE MINER 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
 ) ss. 
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN ) 

I, Charlie Miner, declare as follows: 
 

1. I am the Mayor of the City of Long Lake.  I have personal knowledge of the facts 

contained herein and am competent to testify to them. 

2. In the days following the July 14, 2023 Order, I have kept myself informed of the 

actions of the Orono City Council, Orono Mayor Dennis Walsh, and the Orono Fire Chief Van 

Eyll.  

3. On or about July 18, 2023, I became aware that Orono Mayor Walsh posted his 

legal counsel’s strategy memorandum on social media. A true and accurate copy of the “Nextdoor” 

posts by Mayor Walsh are attached hereto as Exhibit A.   

4. On or about September 25, 2023, I became aware of a text message that Orono Fire 

Chief Van Eyll sent to a number of individuals, including active Long Lake firefighters, inviting 

them to attend the Orono Recruitment Open House on September 27, 2023.  A true and accurate 

copy of the text message from Chief Van Eyll is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 
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5. This text message was sent to approximately seven current Long Lake firefighters. 

6. On the evening of September 26, 2023, Long Lake firefighter Cole “Cody” Farley 

initially informed  me that he received a phone call from Mayor Walsh that evening.  I spoke with 

him the next day and he informed me, to the best of his recollection, that Mayor Walsh stated, 

"phone calls that have been happening” that were “slanderous, malicious, and smearing.” Mayor 

Walsh threatened Mr. Farley stating that he could be sued and “there are consequences to being 

involved in a lawsuit.”   

7. On September 28, 2023, an Orono resident who attended the Orono Recruitment 

Open House on September 27, 2023 and recorded it, provided me with the recording. 

8. I watched the roughly two-hour recording on September 28, 2023. It was clear to 

me that Chief Van Eyll and Orono plan on hiring Long Lake firefighters as part of the Orono 

Council consent agenda on October 9, 2023. At no time has Chief Van Eyll or any other Orono 

representative approached me or the Long Lake City Council for consent relative to recruiting and 

hiring Long Lake firefighters.  

9. Further, Chief Van Eyll discussed Orono’s plans to construct a temporary structure 

on the Fire Station 2 property to house its trucks.  He also mentioned “Orono” has walked the 

property with an architectural firm and has outlined plans to do an addition to the building by 

adding bays.  To my knowledge, at no time has Chief Van Eyll or any other Orono employee 

approached me or the Long Lake City Council and identified this plan nor sought consent from 

the City of Long Lake to commence such construction activities during the term of the Fire Service 

Contract.  It is apparent to me that Orono believes that commencing such construction activity is 

within Orono’s unilateral authority.  I noted that Chief Van Eyll specifically mentioned that this 
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3. 

expansion was permitted so long as it does not interfere with Long Lake’s ability to utilize or 

respond out of Fire Station 2.   

10. On September 28, 2023, Long Lake Fire Chief Heiland forwarded me an email 

from Chief Van Eyll regarding “some issues” amongst the firefights. A true and accurate copy of 

the email from Chief Van Eyll is attached hereto as Exhibit C. 

11. On October 4, 2023, I responded to Chief Van Eyll explaining that those 

communications consisted of text message(s) between two friends that was taken out of context. 

A true and accurate copy of the email from myself to Chief Van Eyll is attached hereto as Exhibit 

D. 

12. A true and accurate copy of the Orono City Council October 9, 2023 Agenda Item 

No. 10, “Authorization to Hire Paid-On-Call Firefighters” is attached hereto as Exhibit E. 

13. A true and accurate copy of the Orono City Council October 9, 2023 Agenda Item 

No. 18, “Authorization to Hire Paid-On-Call Firefighter” is attached hereto as Exhibit F. 

14. On October 10, 2023, I viewed the published recording of the Orono City Council 

meeting held on October 9, 2023.  I observed that, at that meeting, the Orono City Council 

approved the hiring of Orono firefighters via three separately approved actions.  These actions 

included the hiring of eight current Long Lake Fire Department members.   

15. In viewing the October 9, 2023 Orono City Council meeting, I also observed that 

Orono Chief Van Eyll acknowledged before the Orono City Council that several of the hires were 

current LLFD members, and further admitted to knowing their present fire membership status 

based upon his communications with those members at multiple recruiting events and at other 

times both in person and via text messaging.   
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16. The statements made by the Orono Chief and the corresponding Orono City 

Council actions confirmed the suspicions of the City of Long Lake: that Orono has actively 

recruited and now hired several LLFD members.  

 
 

I declare under penalty of perjury that everything I have stated in this document is 

true and correct.  Executed on October 13, 2023 in Hennepin County, Minnesota. 

  By: /s/Charlie Miner 
   Charlie Miner 

 
 

4858-7838-4260, v. 1 
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Charlie Miner <cminer@longlakemn.gov>

issues
Mike Heiland <mheiland@longlakemn.gov> Thu, Sep 28, 2023 at 2:59 PM
To: Charlie Miner <cminer@longlakemn.gov>

Chief Heiland,

 

I hope you are doing well.  I left you a message yesterday and haven’t received a phone call back.  I wanted to make you
aware and discuss possible solutions to some issues that I’ve learned about amongst some of the firefighters.

 

I have been receiving reports from some of our potential recruits that they are being ostracized and called “traitors” by
fellow firefighter and fire fighter leaders for expressing an interested in serving the community as Orono firefighters. One
of our potential recruits who was on LLFD but currently isn’t reported to me that a chief level LLFD officer reached out to
him to let him know he had suspect judgement. 

 

These comments and the treatment of the firefighters is becoming a hinderance to ability to our ability to build a fire
department and the undoubtedly the esprit de corps of the LLFD  which at the end of the day does not serve the public’s
interest.. 

 

Sincerely,

 

James Van Eyll, Fire Chief

ORONO FIRE DEPARTMENT

Mike Heiland, Fire Chief
LONG LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT
mheiland@longlakemn.gov 
952.473.9701 ext. 1
Station 1: 340 Willow Drive, Long Lake, MN 55356
Station 2: 3770 Shoreline Drive, Orono, MN 55391
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From: Charlie Miner <cminer@longlakemn.gov> 
Date: Wed, Oct 4, 2023 at 9:27 PM 
Subject: Future Concerns Regarding City of Long Lake/LLFD Staff 
To: James VanEyll <jvaneyll@oronomn.gov> 
Cc: Adam Edwards <aedwards@oronomn.gov>, Scott Weske <sweske@longlakemn.gov> 

Chief Van Eyll, 

Chief Heiland informed me of concerns you posed to him regarding communications by a member of the LLFD to a 
potential candidate for employment in the Orono Fire Department.  In following up, I have learned that those 
communications consisted of a text message(s) between two friends.  My understanding is that since your message to 
Chief Heiland, the LLFD member who was involved in exchanging the text message(s) met with you, and you 
acknowledged that the text messages had been taken out of context.  I also understand that you would relay the 
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misunderstanding to Mayor Walsh, who contacted the LLFD member on September 26th and astonishingly threatened a 
lawsuit against the LLFD member regarding the communications. 

The underlying activity by Orono that has created these issues is the very concern we expressed to the Court in our 
motion for a temporary injunction and why the court ordered Orono that it is prohibited from recruiting or hiring Long 
Lake firefighters.  If Orono had followed the Order, there would be no issues.  We expect Orono to follow the Court’s 
Order. 

If there are further concerns regarding the conduct of an employee of the City of Long Lake, I respectfully ask that you, 
the mayor, or anyone else from Orono claiming such an issue raise the issue(s) with either City Administrator Weske or 
myself.  Orono’s actions over the last many months are causing significant conflict with the relationship between the 
two cities and members of our community serving as firefighters, and we would like to ensure that relations are kept as 
professional as possible under the circumstances.   

Respectfully, 

--  
Charlie Miner, Mayor
City of Long Lake
Email / cminer@longlakemn.gov
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AGENDA ITEM 
 

Prepared By:    JVE                                                   Reviewed By: NJD                                                          Approved 
By: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Purpose. The purpose of this action item is to gain approval to hire Paid-On-Call Firefighters 
for response at Station 2.  
 
2. Background.  The Orono Fire Department is currently seeking paid-on-call firefighters to 
cover our Station 2 call area.  

 
3. Selection Process. The selection process for the position involved advertising the position, 
application screening, and an interview. The interview was conducted by the Fire Chief and other 
city employees.  The applicant must successfully complete a Psychological Exam, a Physical 
(Pre-employment medical) exam and a probationary period.  All applicants will have to pass a 
background check performed by the Orono Police Department.   If the applicant is serving as a 
firefighter covering the City of Orono, then we waved the psychological and physical exams.   
 
4. Recommended Candidates.  Jeff Krahl, Ryan Kanive, JB Seals, Justin Hinker, Mike 
Johnsrud, Ben Carlson and Tom Aldrich have experience as a firefighter with another 
department.  All have passed Firefighter 1 and 2 and are either EMT or EMR.   

 
All are excited to become charter members of the Orono Fire Department and look forward to 
creating the best department and relief association.   
 
5. Recommended Compensation.  I recommend Jeff Krahl with 19 years serving Orono, Ryan 
Kanive with 13 years serving Orono, JB Seals with 5 years serving Orono, Justin Hinker with 2 
years serving Orono, Mike Johnsrud with 2 years serving Orono, Ben Carlson with 2 years 
serving Orono and Tom Aldrich with 34 years serving Orono conditional job offers as paid-on-
call firefighters with an effective start date of October 10, 2023 for limited administrative time 
and duties.  Firefighter training and other such duties will begin on January 1, 2024   

a. Pay. Starting rate of $16.00/hour.   
b. Benefits: Relief Association to be determined   
c. Conditions: Passing background check 
 

 
 
COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED 
Motion to approve the conditional job offers to Jeff Krahl, Ryan Kanive, JB Seals, Justin Hinker, 
Mike Johnsrud, Ben Carlson and Tom Aldrich as a paid-on-call firefighter at the rate of $16.00 
per hour with a start date of October 10, 2023. 
 
 
 
 

Item No.: 10 Date:          October 9, 2023    

Item Description:   Authorization to Hire Paid-On-Call Firefighters 

Presenter: James Van Eyll 
Fire Chief             

Agenda 
Section: 

Consent Agenda  
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AGENDA ITEM 
 

Prepared By:    JVE                                         Reviewed By:  AMC                                                         Approved By: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Purpose. The purpose of this action item is to gain approval to hire Paid-On-Call Firefighter 
for response at Station 2.  
 
2. Background.  The Orono Fire Department is currently seeking paid-on-call firefighters to 
cover our Station 2 call area.  

 
3. Selection Process. The selection process for the position involved advertising the position, 
application screening, and an interview. The interview was conducted by the Fire Chief and other 
city employees.  The applicant must successfully complete a Psychological Exam, a Physical 
(Pre-employment medical) exam and a probationary period.  All applicants will have to pass a 
background check performed by the Orono Police Department.   If the applicant is serving as a 
firefighter covering the City of Orono, then we waved the psychological and physical exams.   
 
4. Recommended Candidates.  Ben Veach has experience as a firefighter with another 
department.  He has passed Firefighter 1 and 2 and EMR.  He is excited to become charter 
member of the Orono Fire Department and looks forward to creating the best department and 
relief association.   
 
5. Recommended Compensation.  I recommend Ben Veach with 6 years serving Orono for a 
conditional job offer as a paid-on-call firefighter with an effective start date of October 10, 2023 
for limited administrative time and duties.  Firefighter training and other such duties will begin 
on or after January 1, 2024   

a. Pay. Starting rate of $16.00/hour.   
b. Benefits: Relief Association to be determined   
c. Conditions: Passing background check 
 

 
COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED 
Motion to approve the conditional job offer to Ben Veach as a paid-on-call firefighter at the rate 
of $16.00 per hour with a start date of October 10, 2023. 
 
 
 
 
  

Item No.: 18 Date:          October 9, 2023    

Item Description:   Authorization to Hire Paid-On-Call Firefighter 

Presenter: James Van Eyll 
Fire Chief             

Agenda 
Section: 

Fire Report  
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